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A monthly review of news and events from within the bereavement sector

Wendy Buchan
Executive Officer & Secretary to
The Cremation Society

The spring issue of Pharos
International is available to order as
part of an annual subscription or as a
one-offer purchase.  
Please visit our website for more
details and to order your copy
online.

We are pleased to bring you this
month's news review with news of
planned, under-development, and
newly-opened crematoria.

We hope you will find this month's
round-up of news to be of interest.

https://www.cremation.org.uk/publications#pharos


CREMATION SOCIETY NEWS

Thank you to all those who have returned their annual questionnaires to us so far. If you
have yet to complete it we look forward to hearing from you soon. If you have not
received your email, please do let us know. We look forward to compiling the information
provided into our statistics publication of Pharos International, as soon as all the
surveys have been returned.

2

https://www.cremation.org.uk/publications#pharos
https://www.cremation.org.uk/publications#pharos


Following last  year's  highly  successful  joint  conference,  we
are del ighted to announce that  we wil l  be returning to the

Hilton Ageas Bowl,  Southampton for  this  year's  Cremation &
Burial  Communication & Education (CBCE)  event.  

 
CBCE 2023 wil l  take place from Monday 26th June to

Wednesday 28th June 2023.
 

To register  your  interest,  please email  info@cbce.org.uk and
fol low us on Twitter  @CBCEevent.  More news wil l  fol low on

the CBCE website:  www.cbce.org.uk
 

Cremation and Burial
Communication and Education 

2023
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JUNE
2023

26 -28TH

https://twitter.com/CBCEevent
http://www.cbce.org.uk/
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NEWS REVIEW

CREMATORIA NEWS

A new crematorium aimed to help cope with a “growing and urgent” need for new
facilities in Essex has been given the go-ahead by councillors. Plans for a new
crematorium opposite St Margaret’s Church, at Woodham Mortimer, were approved by
Maldon District Council’s northern western area planning committee. A representative
of applicant Maldon Fields Ltd said the nearest facilities in Chelmsford and Colchester
are at capacity and that the crematorium would work closely with local funeral
directors and clergy. The proposals themselves would consist of a two-storey
crematorium building with a ceremonial hall, memorial garden and access from the
A414, according to a Maldon District Council report. Cooper’s Monument, in Maldon
Road near the site, will also be restored as part of the proposals. The crematorium is
intended to host four services a day, outside of peak traffic hours.  For the full article,
please visit: the Maldon Standard website.

Planned upgrades to Yeovil Crematorium have been pushed back by at least a year. South
Somerset District Council is the public body responsible for Yeovil Crematorium on
Bunford Lane in Yeovil, which currently averages 1,700 cremations per year. The council
has aimed for several years to upgrade the facility, which was completed in 1970, to
provide more room for mourners and to enable the building to handle more services. Now
the majority of the upgrades have been pushed back until 2024 as the new unitary council -
which officially takes charge on April 1st - attempts to balance its books. Councillor Colin
Rose, vice-chairman of Yeovil Without Parish Council, complained about the lack of local
consultation on the project and questioned whether the project would ultimately be
abandoned. He went on to say: "What the population of South Somerset needs is a
modern facility, a facility of dignity to say farewell to loved ones - and not a facility where,
when there is a large turnout, a lot of those in attendance have to stand outside in the
waiting room because they can't get inside the existing chapel." Council leader Val Keitch -
who sits on the cabinet of the new unitary authority - gave assurances that she and other
South Somerset councillors would push for the crematorium upgrades to be continued. To
read this article, please visit: the Somerset Live website. 

https://www.maldonandburnhamstandard.co.uk/news/23312200.maldon-crematorium-plans-approved-district-council/
https://www.somersetlive.co.uk/news/rules-new-somerset-planning-committees-8095606
https://www.somersetlive.co.uk/news/somerset-news/yeovil-crematorium-upgrade-pushed-back-8117315?utm_source=twitter.com&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=sharebar
https://www.somersetlive.co.uk/news/somerset-news/yeovil-crematorium-upgrade-pushed-back-8117315?utm_source=twitter.com&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=sharebar


Work is underway on an eco-friendly upgrade of Accrington Cemetery and Crematorium.
Hyndburn Council’s current depot facilities at the Burnley Road site are more than 40 years
old and in need of modernisation. The improvements will enable cemetery staff to continue
to provide an important frontline service but with an eye to the future and running the
service in a more carbon neutral way. Cllr Steven Smithson, Hyndburn Council’s
environment boss, said: “It is really exciting to see the new eco-friendly buildings starting to
take shape at the Burnley Road Cemetery. The much-needed modernisation and
improvement of the facilities will be warmly welcomed by our cemetery and crematorium
staff, as well as enabling the borough to meet its important energy efficiency targets.  For
the full article, please visit: the Lancashire News website. 
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NEWS REVIEW

CREMATORIA NEWS

A final ruling on rejected plans for a new Angus crematorium has been delayed again. Plans
for what would be the second crematorium in Angus first emerged more than two years ago.
The Friockheim family business wants to build a 120-seat crematorium with memorial
garden and parking on farmland near the border with Dundee. But there were more than
700 objections to the plan, and in January last year the proposal was knocked back by the
Angus planning department in a delegated decision. Mr Batchelor appealed the outcome to
the council’s development management review committee. There was a further delay after
objectors uncovered “serious flaws” in a planning report. In December the appeal was hit by
another hold up when the review committee said they needed to carry out a site visit, which
took place in January. Now councillors want further information about the proposal’s
possible conflict with Scotland’s new planning framework, by which planning applications
will be judged on for the next decade. For the complete article please visit: the Courier
Evening Telegraph website.

A £9.6m state-of-the-art crematorium in East Yorkshire has opened. Lelley Fields
Crematorium in Holderness is the first crematorium to open in the region in 25 years and
was opened by Councillor John Whittle on 21st February. Work on the facility off Sproatley
Road, near Preston, which is being run by East Riding of Yorkshire Council, began at the end
of 2021. A spokesperson for the council said it would offer relatives and friends "a peaceful
and tranquil place to commemorate their loved ones". Kier Construction had worked
alongside the council's building design team to deliver the project. The last crematorium to
open in the area was the privately-run Haltemprice Crematorium which started operating in
1998. To read the full article, please visit: the BBC news website. 

https://www.lancs.live/news/lancashire-news/work-underway-eco-friendly-upgrade-26151058
https://www.lancs.live/news/lancashire-news/work-underway-eco-friendly-upgrade-26151058
https://www.lancs.live/news/lancashire-news/work-underway-eco-friendly-upgrade-26151058
https://www.lancs.live/news/lancashire-news/work-underway-eco-friendly-upgrade-26151058
https://www.thecourier.co.uk/fp/news/angus-mearns/4104046/angus-crematorium-appeal/?utm_source=twitter
https://www.thecourier.co.uk/fp/news/angus-mearns/4104046/angus-crematorium-appeal/?utm_source=twitter
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-humber-64711113


If you would like to advertise in Pharos International please click here for a media pack. 
Attractive discounted rates for 4 issues available upon request for new advertisers. Agency

Discount 10%

No responsibility is accepted for the accuracy of claims made by advertisers or for the
sustainability or standard of goods so advertised

Current advertisers in Pharos International

The CDS Group offer our clients a complete solution of in-house
environmental, design and planning services covering Cemeteries and
Crematoria, Parks and Leisure, and Environmental Solutions

The Columbaria Company - specialists in the production of personalised
memorial artwork and after cremation memorials.
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Capital Refractories is a leading manufacturer and supplier of refractory
materials offering bespoke design and installation solutions for cremation
and incineration systems.

EDGE IT Systems are market leaders in the supply of cloud based
software solutions. Our Epitaph software with digital mapping is
specifically designed for cemetery and crematorium facilities
management.

https://www.cremation.org.uk/content/files/Media%20Pack%202018%281%29.pdf
http://www.columbaria.co.uk/
https://www.capital-refractories.com/uk/
https://www.thecdsgroup.co.uk/
https://www.cremation.org.uk/publications#pharos
https://www.cemeterydevelopmentservices.co.uk/
http://www.columbaria.co.uk/
https://www.capital-refractories.com/uk/
https://www.themazwellgroup.com/
https://www.themazwellgroup.com/


If you would like to advertise in Pharos International please click here for a media pack. 
Attractive discounted rates for 4 issues available upon request for new advertisers.  Agency

Discount 10%

Greenbridge Designs - from individual memorials to complete
garden schemes, Greenbridge produce a range of memorials that 
will seamlessly fit into existing schemes as well as some that will 
create a stunning alternative.

Current advertisers in Pharos International

No responsibility is accepted for the accuracy of claims made by advertisers or for the
sustainability or standard of goods so advertised

IFZW is an established manufacturer of cremator and emission 
filter systems.

Fordingbridge - designers, manufacturers and installers of innovative
canopies and walkways.

Facultatieve Technologies - over 140 years of experience in the design,
construction and maintenance of cremation and filtration equipment.

F G Marshall supplied the very first Book of Remembrance to Woking
Crematorium in 1938. To this day technology still hasn’t replaced the
precision, skill and touch of the human hand.
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The MazWell Group Ltd - Exclusive Manufacturer and Distributor of
Dodge® Products

http://www.ifzw.co.uk/
https://www.greenbridgedesigns.com/
http://www.fordingbridge.co.uk/
https://www.facultatieve-technologies.com/
https://www.fgmarshall.com/
https://www.cremation.org.uk/content/files/Media%20Pack%202018%281%29.pdf
https://www.greenbridgedesigns.com/
https://www.cremation.org.uk/publications#pharos
http://www.ifzw.co.uk/
http://www.fordingbridge.co.uk/
https://www.facultatieve-technologies.com/
https://www.fgmarshall.com/
https://www.themazwellgroup.com/
https://www.themazwellgroup.com/


Current advertisers in Pharos International

If you would like to advertise in Pharos International please click here for a media pack. 
Attractive discounted rates for 4 issues available upon request for new advertisers.  Agency

Discount 10%

No responsibility is accepted for the accuracy of claims made by advertisers or for the
sustainability or standard of goods so advertised

Treske - one of the UK’s leading makers and suppliers of bespoke
crematorium furniture and soft furnishings.

Welters - interment and memorial specialists.
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PlotBox is an international death care management solution that
facilitates cemeteries and crematoria in operating to world-class
standards through integrated software and georectified mapping
modules.

OrthoMetals - a family owned and operated business, recycling metals
remaining after cremation.

Obitus - provider of bereavement technology services, delivering music,
webcast and tributes for families, funeral directors and leading funeral venue
throughout the UK.

https://www.treskechurchfurniture.com/crematoriums
http://www.welters-worldwide.com/
https://www.cremation.org.uk/publications#pharos
https://www.cremation.org.uk/content/files/Media%20Pack%202018%281%29.pdf
https://www.treskechurchfurniture.com/crematoriums
http://www.welters-worldwide.com/
http://www.plotbox.io/
http://www.plotbox.io/
http://www.orthometals.com/
http://www.orthometals.com/
https://www.obitus.com/
https://www.obitus.com/


You can contact us at:
 

The Cremation Society
Brecon House (1st Floor)

16 Albion Place
Maidstone

Kent  ME14 5DZ
 

01622 688292/3
info@cremation.org.uk
www.cremation.org.uk

If you do not wish to receive future newsletters from us, please email us at info@cremation.org.uk and
simply type 'STOP' in the heading

The views expressed in the Editorial comments are those of the Editor and unless specifically stated otherwise, are not the
official views of the Cremation Society.  No responsibility is accepted for the accuracy of articles reproduced in this

newsletter.

If you have any news you would like us to consider for future newsletters, please do
contact us at info@cremation.org.uk

https://www.cremation.org.uk/
https://www.cremation.org.uk/
https://www.cremation.org.uk/
https://twitter.com/cremsoc
https://www.linkedin.com/company/cremation-society-of-great-britain

